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and they were granted a much greater say in foreign
affairs. Resolutions to this effect were passed at the Con-
ference and embodied in a New Magna Garta, of which the
chief points were :
(t) England   and   the   Dominions   are   self-governing
communities.
(it) All are members of the British Empire,
(tit) Each has the same right to manage its home and
foreign affairs, none is dependent.
(iv) All alike bind themselves to be loyal to the King.
(z>) Their Union is the British Commonwealth of Nations,
and its spirit is the principle of self-government.
Theory and practice.
Theory and practice, however, do not always go together.
The relations between England and her Dominions are no
exception. Legally they may be equal and independent,
in fact they are far from it. M. Andre Siegfried has put
the matter very clearly in his book, England9$ Crisis. He
says:
The Dominions all acknowledge the British tie and allegi-
ance to the Crown, but with varying degrees of enthusiasm.
Australia and New Zealand are faithful by sentiment, but also
by self-interest; Canada is loyal at heart, but independent
in attitude and geographically American ; South Africa is
divided and doubtful in its attachment. Whatever these feelings
may amount to, the unity of the system is maintained by senti-
ment, and even more by acquiescence in the fact that they are all
part of the same Empire—this last is a force which foreigners are
apt to neglect or underestimate.
Coinciding with this acquiescence is^an intransigent desire
for independence in each of the Dominions, though its expression
and tone vary considerably. In spite of the minorities who are
passionately British and deplore these tendencies, Canada and
South Africa never miss an opportunity of proclaiming their
independence, having it publicly stated, acknowledged, and
increased. Australia, too, likes to have her independence acknow-
ledged, but she willingly accommodates herself to the existing
state of affairs. Only New Zealand is completely satisfied. This
brief review indicates the geographical distribution of both the
conservative and progressive schools of thought.

